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“...researchers have settled on what they believe is the
magic number for true expertise: ten thousand hours.”

- Malcolm Gladwell, Qutliers: The Storv of Strrace




You have two choices for this assignment. You can create a “Smash Journal” for your writing or create a blog. You all
know what a blog is so | won’t define that for you but a Smash Journal is something you may not have heard of. There
are some examples later in this packet but we will talk about it and | will show you some examples in class. Essentially it
is one part journal and one part scrapbook and one part awesomeness.

Regardless of which option you choose to do, your requirements as a writer are listed below:

e Write 200 to 400 words a week

» Make them personal

e Make them about something in which you are passionate

e Inthe end your “artifact” (whether it is a blog or a smash journal) needs to be something only you can create

«  You need to come to class with something to write about on the last class of each week (1 will give you time to
write in class)

e And, it needs to be dazzling and something you are proud to share

e It needs to be well-written expository writing. (A pedagogical term for any form of writing that conveys
information and explains ideas: exposition. As one of the four traditional modes of discourse, expository writing
may include elements of narration, description, and argumentation, but unlike creative writing or persuasive
writing, its primary goal is to deliver information aboutan issue, subject, method, or idea.

Our Objective: To create a venue for you to develop your writing skills using topic(s) that you are passionate about. Your
end result should not be an end...but just the beginning to your development as a writer. My assumption with this
assignment is that you will all have to write in your chosen careers (which by its very definition makes you a professional
writer). However, the “end” of the assignment should leave \)ou with a substantial “objet d'art” or artifact of your

writings about something which inspires you or that you are passionate about.

o

Inspirations for your topics can include hobbies and interests, bucket lists, an “Encyclopedia of Me,” famous quotes, etc.
| will share a few other tricks for making sure you have possible topics to write about in class such as listservs, Google

alerts, etc. | will also provide you with some example blogs, etc. to review for ideas.

INSPIRATIONGS

~ 20 Swash Book Fage Challenge
Page 1: Instagram Photos "
Page 2: Favarite Quotes -~ ;
Page 3: Favorite Oty =~ = -
Page 4: 10 things about you . -~ o -
Page 5; Post cards from -your cify- = = .-~
Page 6+ 10 facts about the cify youlivein- -
Page 7: Favorite Person = .~ u o
Page 8: Phatos from somewhere you used tolive -
Page 9; Favorite Receipe . == L
Page 10: Year youwere boras <o =i i
Page 11: If you had §_ - and had fo spend if by formorrow,

- what would you buy? e e
‘Page 1 2: Favorite Hobby ..~ o

Page 13: 10 things you enjoyed during a trip -
Page 14: Something old : i 5
Page 15; Magazive Article ; . ‘
Paqe 16: Favorite Poent - .
Page 17: Use the letters of your nante fo spell

" 7 out characteristics

Page 18: Last movie you saw : ,
Page’19: 10 reasons why you love sosteone/something/ -

5 sonteplace '

Page 20: 10 favorite songs




INSPIRATIONS

“The beautiful part of writing is that you don't have to get it right the first time, unlike, say, a brain Surgéon."
— Robert Cormier

“If you want ta change the world, pick up your pen and write.” — Martin Luther

“Everyone is born creative; everyone is given a box of crayons in kindergarten. Then when you hit puberty they take the
crayons away and replace them with dry, uninspiring books on algebra, history, etc. Being suddenly hit years later with
the 'creative bug'is just a wee voice telling you, 'I'd like my crayons back, please.”

— Hugh Macleod, Ignore Everybody: and 39 Other Keys to Creativity

“If you can't annoy somebody, there is little point in writing.” — Kingsley Amis, Lucky Jim
“The difference between the right word and the almost right word is the difference between lightning and a lightning
bug.” — Mark Twain, The Wit and Wisdom of Mark Twain

“Finishing a book is just like you took a child out in the back yard and shot it.” — Truman Capote
“Write what you know.” — Mark Twain, The Adventures of Tom Sawyer/Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

“There is no such thing as a moral or an immoral book. Books are well written, or badly written. That is'all.”
— Oscar Wilde, The Picture of Dorian Gray

“l am aware of being in a beautiful prison, from which I can only escape by writing.”
— Anais Nin, The Diary of Anais Nin, Vol. 1: 1931-1934

“The first draft of anything is s--t.” — Ernest Hemingway

“A writer, I think, is someone who pays attention to the world."— Susan Sontag

“I just sit at my typewriter and curse a bit.” — P.G. Wodehouse

“Every writer | knew has trouble writing. ” — Joseph Heller

“It is my ambition to say in ten sentences what others say in a whole book.” — Friedrich Nietzsche

“I write to give myself strength. | write to be the characters that | am not. | write to explore all the things I'm afraid of. ”

— Joss Whedon

“Write the kind of story you would like to read. People will give you all sorts of advice about writing, but if you are not
writing something you like, no one else will like it either.” — Meg Cabot

“You can't wait for inspiration. You have to go after it with a club.” — Jack London
“If my doctor told me I had only six minutes to live, I wouldn't brood. I'd type a little faster.” — Isaac Asimov

“Find out the reason that commands you to write; see whether it has spread its roots into the very depth of your heart;
nfess to yourself you would have to die if you were forbidden to write.” — Rainer Maria Rilke

“The purpose of a writer is to keep civilization from destroying itself.” — Albert Camus

“Ideas are like rabbits. You get a couple and learn how to handle them, and pretty soon you have a dozen.”

— John Steinbeck
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“Writing well is not just an
option for young people —
it is a necessity. Along with
reading comprehension,
writing skill is a predictor of

academic success and a
basic requirement for

- participation in civic life

and in the global
economy.” G Graham and

Perin.
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